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STATISTICS OF RELIGIOUS FAITHS IN NEW YORK CITY. 
On Sunday, February 4, a body of 34,000 envtmerators acting under the 
general direction of Mr. J. Shreve Dunham, ascertained the religious prefer- 
ences of nearly three quarters of New York City's population. The city 
was districted and the information was secured through a thorough house 
to house campaign. The final program was approved at a meeting of 
priests, ministers, and rabbis representing the congregations of the several 
churches and religious societies in the city. Mr. Dunham wiU shortly go 
to Denver, Col., to conduct a similar campaign. 



HISTORY OF THE FEDERAL REGISTRATION SERVICE. 

In a monograph "The Federal Registration Service of the United States: 
Its Development, Problems, and Defects/' Dr. Cressy L. Wilbur traces 
the work of the United States Government in vital statistics since the 
Seventh Census in 1850 and up to the close of the year 1915. The report 
pays particular attention to the continuous registration of deaths in speci- 
fied areas since the "registration area for deaths" was estabUshed in 1880. 
Comprehensive tables and cartograms exhibit the main facts of the move- 
ment for satisfactory legislation and the enforcement of legislation. The 
section on "When and How Will the United States Obtain Complete 
Registration of Vital Statistics?" is practically a re-statement of Dr. 
Wilbur's prophetic conclusions in the paper which he read before the Ameri- 
can Public Health Association at Denver, in 1895, and a summary of vital 
statistics progress of the last two decades. The document is issued by 
the Bureau of the Census, Washington, D. C. 



NOMENCLATURE AND CLASSIFICATION OP CAUSES OF 

DEATH. 

A Committee of the Vital Statistics Section of the American Public 
Health Association on the accuracy of certified causes of death has issued 
a summary of its conclusions following a detailed study of each title in the 
International List of Causes of Sickness and Death and of the terms in- 
cluded under such titles. The cpmmittee considered (a) the validity of the 
terms included under each title, i. e., the probability that each term when 
reported as a cause of death represents the exact morbid condition covered 
by the title with which it is classified, and (b) th6 status of the term as 
descriptive of the primary cause of death. It was also the aim of the com- 
mittee to separate the titles of the International List into two classes: 
(a) Those not to be accepted as reliable without autopsy or without specific 
supporting data upon which the diagnosis was based and (b) Those to be 
accepted as reliable without autopsy or other verification. The report of 
this committee is a further contribution to the critical literature on statis- 
tics of causes of death. Dr. Haven Emerson, Chairman, and Mr. George 
H. Van Buren, Executive Secretary, prepared the summary as published 
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by the United States Public Health Service under Reprint Number 363. 
A useful bibliography of this subject, including a reference to the Oertel- 
Bashford-Hoffman articles on the accuracy of cancer mortality statistics 
in the London Lancet, is to be found on p. 3 of Mr. F. L. Hoffman's "Mor- 
tality from Cancer Throughout the World." 



STANDARDS IN STATISTICS OF INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS 
AND AN ADVANCE STEP IN THE CLASSIFICATION 
OF INDUSTRIES. 

The Committee on Statistics and Compensation Insurance Cost of the 
International Association of Industrial Accident Boards and Commission 
has published its report as Bulletin 201, United States Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. A preliminary report had been previously published in the 
Monthly Review of the bureau for November, 1915. The classification of 
accident causes recognizes twelve main classes of the general subject. 
Each of these general classes is suitably partitioned in subordinate ranks. 
A supplementary classification of location and nature of injury and extent of 
disability and degree of partial disability is appended. The grouping of 
working machinery employed by the New York State Industrial Commis- 
sion is published as Appendix A. 

The classification of industries is a decided advance over any available 
since the pubUcation of the United States Census Bureau Index to Occu- 
pations in 1910. In plans for the classification of occupations in the Census 
of 1920, the I. A. I. A. B. C. industry scheme will probably serve as a 
better base than the industry outline published in Volume IV, Thirteenth 
Census of the United States. The statistics published in that volume seem 
not to have taken the industry scheme of the 1910 Index and of the Ber- 
tillon-Vannacque Intfemational Statistical Institute List into accoimt. 
For the purposes of most social statistics an industry classification of 
occupations is essential. 



E. W. KoPF. 



New York City, 



Income Tax Procedure. By Robert H. Montgomery. The Ronald Press, 
New York. 1917. Pp. X, 461. $2.50 postpaid. 

There is nothing statistical about this book, but in view of the fact that 
the American Statistical Association adopted a resolution at its annual 
meeting in 1914, caUing upon the Bureau of Internal Revenue to so modify 
its income tax blank as to make it possible to obtain accurate statistics of 
incomes in this country, and in view of recent conferences between that 
bureau and a joint committee of this Association and the American Eco- 
nomic Association on this same matter, it may be well to direct the atten- 
tion of statisticians to this work. The author disclaims any intention of 
presenting a complete digest of the income tax law. He says also that his 
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